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1 crime. The evidence
STt Letelier case will be 1

1 }18 Clllle(l’]«} © -+ . Colonel Contreras|
"t . - us by Kevin Mulcah

‘Conmection - f e

SAUL LANDAU AND JOHN DINGES by documents drawr

: the Treasury Department’s Bureau of Alcohol, ‘Tobacco
' ‘;n the- early summer of 1976 Col Manuel Contreras

and Firearms:-We were shown- -inveices and bills of sale
* head?of DINA, Chile’s secret police, -launched -an’ drawn up by one of Wilson and Terpil’s compames The
] ~ operation to assassinate exiled Chilean leader Orlando‘-.-.- % purchaser was identified as a DINA front oroamzanon
2 Letelier. It has now’ been-learned that “within .a-. ~ based in Santiago, Chile. =52 % SR

few days of setting that plot*xn motion, Contreras made 4" ~-At the time of the Contreras~'l‘erpd meetmv in Washmo-

secretvxsuto Washmgton, D. C., whete he met with officials -  ton; Mulcahy was president OF Inter-’l‘echnolooy Inc., an
of the: Central Intelligence’ Agency and also negotxated the ~ arms trading firm established by Wilson.and Terpil. *‘It was
‘purchase of illegal weapons and electronic spying équipment .. Frank’s meeting,” ‘Mulcahy recalled, and it took place on
with'afirm run by formerCl A ofncers Edwm leson and ' a’ rainy Fnday afternoon 'in early July. Terpil directed
FrankiTerpil. ~ , =~ ‘%= it " Mulcahy and another American, a former Navy intelligence
. ‘Wilsorrand Terpil gamed notonety after a Federal grand - " officer'who was in charge of Latm American operations for i
jury accused them of exporting terrorist goods and services :-_ Wllson to a nondescript . IWO-SlOl'y residence on the 1700
to Col.. Muammar el-Qaddafi of Libya, whose reglme is. o 'bloek of R Street in northwest Washington. *“It, looked hke
high oni‘the-'Reagan Administration’s_enemiés list [see ;,"'~a typical C.I!A. safe house;” Mulcahy said.” . - = .
Murray Waass article on page 568]. By 1978, the Federal' - ., *There, "in"a second-floor- ‘office, Terpxl mtroduced

Burean‘of’ ‘Investigation had established that DINA agents = Mulcahy to two Chileans. One of them was a “heaVy-set

killed Lételiéron U.S. territory. That evidence, combined- - man in his:mid-40s with drooping eyelids and ‘& kind of |

with the. newly ‘revealed materials showing ‘that former - benevolent look on his face’ kKnown as “Manny” Con-
C.1.A. officials cooperated with-other DINA covert opera—',_',_«'- treras, Mulcahy recalled. Although he was weanm civilian
tions in the: United States; would seem to compromnse the . clothes, the DINA chief nevertheless exuded ‘a‘ “‘clearly
Admrmstrauon s - efforts- to= rehabxhtate Chnles m:htary""f .military aura.” The other Chllean whose name-Mulcahy

:-o.».

dlctatorshlp as an anti-Communist ally..:* - " has forgotten, ‘served as an mterpreter Mulcahy said that
: The information about DINA’s dealings wuh the thson- ~Terpil was “deferential” toward Contreras: ‘I had seen
Terpnl firm is based on the accounts of one of those present- ‘Frank slap heads of state on the back, but with this guy he
at the meeting with Contreras in early July:1976, and on ".*i:was downright respectful, and kept his voice down.”
. sales “documents obtained by Federal investigators.. This;; AContreras S. reputation had obvxously preceded him. To
Teport will examine DINA™ s purchase of weapons and $0- both his enemies and fellow intelligence offi icers Contreras
phisticated electronic equxpment at that meeting m vwlanon ‘ was known as’ the most efficxent and ruthless- secret police
of a Congrss:onal ban on ‘such sales to Chxle , chxef in the Amencas ‘He had wnhm the space of two
" The new mformauon can be placed w1th~starthng result ars, vxrtually “eliminated pohncal opposmon 1o Chxle s
into the.complex framework ‘of evidence already compded': military dictator, Gen. _Augusto Pinochet." i
by the E:B.1L.: m the ﬂve—ya:—old Letelier case ‘and it helps- _Muk:ahy reca]led that after- Terpxl opened the meeung,
exp]am many-pre\nously unresolved quesnons, ‘especially % *we tatked with’ Contreras® about the details of an in-
those regardmg the C.ILA s behavior. Earher ‘evidence of tegrated secunty system. » (Mulcahy described thxs tousasa
DINA’s operations, supplemented by this new information” variety of devices that might be'used to secure an embassy or
about the ‘three months precedmg Letelief’s: murder on a like. facility.) The system included card readers, pmhole
Septembet 21,1976, amounts to a compellmg case that the- cameras, telephone tapping equ1pment digital scanners to’
C.1.A. was involved in arranging Wilson and Terpil’s arms _rnomtor ‘telex traff' ic and. other’ sophnsncated electronic
and equnpmem sales to DINA. Furthermore, involving the 7. gear. Contreras purchased some of this equipment. The pur-
agency in the violation of U. S. laws may have made it possi- chase orders ‘shown to us by investigators list - “‘trans-
ble for DI\IA to “graymml" lhe C.l A m(o wnhholdmu cexvers,” “wxreless mduclor earphon&s" and “mxcro-mnm
e uai S e mxcrOPhones.” R PR Y : : ;
.;-;-rThe next iteq on the agcnda was a laroe quantlty of Colt
“#~Cobras, which Contreras had expressed interest in buying.’
The Cobra, a. 38-cahber handgun, is used by many police
agencxes because it lS a standardnzed weapon wxlh inter-
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and John Dmgs, a Washmglon D.C, wnter conducled a<
lengthy investigation of the: Leteher-Moff t murders, the
results ~of ! wh:ch appear m <lhe1r baok 'Assassmauon on

l




